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to adopt such bills, I have approved this sec-
ond continuing resolution.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
October 23, 1997.

NOTE: H.J. Res. 97, approved October 23, was
assigned Public Law No. 105–64.

Proclamation 7044—United Nations
Day, 1997
October 23, 1997

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
In April of 1945, representatives of 50 na-

tions gathered in San Francisco for the Unit-
ed Nations Conference on International Or-
ganization. The leaders assembled for that
historic meeting were not idle dreamers.
They were experienced statesmen and hard
realists, horrified by the staggering destruc-
tion and human misery wrought by two world
wars, and convinced that the conduct of
international affairs must change. The Unit-
ed Nations Charter that emerged from their
deliberations was a document both wise and
hopeful—wise in its recognition that lasting
peace comes only with respect for the dignity
and value of every human being, and hopeful
in its determination to protect future genera-
tions from the affliction of war.

As with all human enterprises, the United
Nations has had its share of failure and suc-
cess in the 5 decades since its Charter was
ratified. But no one can dispute that the U.N.
has worked to make the world a better place.
Human suffering knows no borders, and men
and women of goodwill from nations across
the globe have dedicated their skills and en-
ergy to U.N. programs committed to reliev-
ing such suffering. For half a century, the
organizations and programs of the United
Nations have fought hunger and disease, de-
fended human rights, provided disaster re-
lief, taught sustainable development, and
cared for refugees.

The United Nations has also fulfilled its
mission as a force for peace in the world.
For 50 years, it has helped to avert another

world war and prevent nuclear holocaust.
Today, it continues working to keep nations
like El Salvador, Haiti, Cyprus, and Bosnia
from further bloodshed. It serves as a voice
for the international community in defining
acceptable behavior and punishing those
states that ignore the most basic global norms
of conduct. And the United Nations has be-
come a vital international crossroads, where
men and women of every race, culture, reli-
gion, and ethnic background can come to-
gether to share their common hopes and
dreams.

The leaders who gathered in San Fran-
cisco so many years ago would scarcely recog-
nize our world today. For the first time in
history, more than half the world’s people
freely choose their own governments. Free
markets are expanding, bringing with them
exciting opportunities for growth and pros-
perity. The satellite and the microchip have
revolutionized human communication,
changing forever the way we live and work
and interact. In this new global community,
the U.N. mission is as important as it was
in the waning days of World War II—pursu-
ing peace and security, promoting human
rights, and striving to help move people from
poverty to prosperity.

We in the United States must continue our
efforts to help the United Nations rise to the
challenges of our time. Thanks to an ongoing
reform process, we have seen substantial im-
provements in management, administrative
accountability, and the setting of priorities
by the U.N. This progress has set the stage
for broader efforts to ensure that the United
Nations is fully prepared to continue to pur-
sue the goals laid down in its Charter.

As we observe United Nations Day this
year, let us remember all those whose fore-
sight and determination created this great
international institution, and let us thank all
those who, with courage and conviction, con-
tinue to fulfill its vital missions.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim Friday, October
24, 1997, as United Nations Day. I encourage
all Americans to acquaint themselves with
the activities and accomplishments of the
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United Nations, and to observe this day with
appropriate ceremonies, programs, and ac-
tivities furthering the goal of international co-
operation.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-third day of October,
in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred
and ninety-seven, and of the Independence
of the United States of America the two hun-
dred and twenty-second.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11 a.m., October 24, 1997]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on October 27.

Remarks to the National Board for
Professional Teaching Standards
Honoring Board-Certified Master
Teachers
October 24, 1997

Thank you very much, ladies and gentle-
men. I have to say the Vice President always
says when—we have this arrangement, he al-
ways says, thank you for the standing ovation.
[Laughter] I’d also like to thank the United
States Marine Band for being here for us
today. I know you enjoyed them very much.
You know, when I have to leave this job, in
3 years and a couple of months, I’ll miss a
lot of things about Washington and the White
House—a few things I won’t. [Laughter] But
I’ll really miss the Marine Band. It’s a great
honor to be around them every day. They’re
terrific.

I want to thank Rebecca Palacios for her
introduction and for her lifetime of dedica-
tion. We wanted her up here because she
stands for all of you. And she first came to
my attention when she spoke at Al Shanker’s
memorial service, and I know that a lot of
you feel as I do. I wish he were here today.
He’d be tickled to see this crowd and the
progress of this endeavor.

I’d like to thank Congressman Bob
Etheridge and our good friend, Senator Jim
Jeffords from Vermont for being here and
for the support we have received in the Con-
gress with the leadership that they have
given, and others, to this endeavor. I thank

Secretary Riley. You know, I got a little nos-
talgic when Dick Riley was up here talking—
Governor Hunt and Governor Riley and
Governor Clinton—we’ve been at this since
the 1970’s. And none of us are very young
anymore, and we’re a little beat up, but it’s
been, I must say, one of the great treasures
of my life to be friends with these two great
leaders, to get to know their wives and their
families, and to feel like we were giving a
lifetime to this endeavor of advancing edu-
cation. And I agree with Jim Hunt, Dick
Riley is the best Secretary of Education
we’ve ever had, and I thank him for that.

Governor Hunt, I thank you for your lead-
ership yesterday at the first-ever White
House Conference on Child Care that Hil-
lary and I sponsored, and I thank you for
what you’re doing in North Carolina to get
a systematic approach to giving all of our chil-
dren in their preschool years the best prepa-
ration and support they can have. I thank
you for 10 years at the helm of this extraor-
dinary organization. Because of the work that
you and the national board, with support
from the business community and from
States all across America, have done, more
teachers are now being challenged to fulfill
their greatest potential, and just as important,
they’re finally being rewarded for doing so.
And I thank you for that.

And thank you, Barbara Kelley, for step-
ping in to fill Governor Hunt’s shoes. You’ve
worked tirelessly to improve education in
Maine, and you’ve served the board well as
vice chair. And I must say, you’ve got quite
a crowd up for your first day on the job here.
Congratulations. I’d also like to thank James
Kelly and Sarah Mernissi for their leadership
on the board.

Ladies and gentlemen, I’d like to take just
a couple of minutes and try to put what
you’re doing here in this truly historic en-
deavor into the larger context of the journey
that your Nation is on. Six years ago this
month, when I began to seek the Presidency,
I did it because I thought we had to change
course, become more focused, more united,
and more energetic if we were going to suc-
ceed in preparing America for the 21st cen-
tury. And I had a simple but, I think, quite
profound vision of what I wanted our country
to be like when we crossed that next divide.
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